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sold, but much of it had been bought by faithful
Cavaliers and was now gladly returned to its
proper placed Inwardly, however, the country
had altered profoundly. The nation, though its
pulse had "been quickened by the joyful Restora-
tion and the subsequent splendour of a coronation,
and its senses extraordinarily revived by such
scenes after years of Puritan restriction, when even
the theatres were closed and beauty itself made
abhorrent, soon regained its normal composure.
Hyde, who all this time had worked incessantly
for the restoration of monarchy and was at last,
though only for a few years, to enjoy his reward,
observed in his memoirs of this period that " a
general Despondency seemed to possess the Minds
of Men, as if they little cared what came to pass,"
giving as his opinion that " it did not proceed
so much from Malice, as from Disease of murmur-
ing, which had been contracting above Twenty
Years, and become almost incorporated into the
Nature of the Nation."

While men grumbled, as men always will in
times of political and social change, Cromwell had
effected much. He had aroused the national
consciousness and, while he lived, consolidated
his victories at home and abroad. But, men's
memories being short, his achievements were soon
forgotten in the confusion that lasted from his